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President and Advisers to Meet
This Afternoon to Discuss
Threatened Tie-up.

PERIL TO NATION IS SEEN

Administration Officials Fear
Grave Results From Possible
Food Shortage.

President Wilson will lay before
the Cabinet this afternoon the serlous
domestie crisis confronting the'coun-
try as & result of the threatened na-
tion-wide rallroad strike.

Officlals are strongly hopeful that
following this meeting the Prealdent
will take drastic action to force the
rallroad brotherhoods to submit the
controverey to arbitration.

The President is known to resent
strongly the action of the brother-
hood leaders in calllng the strike
prier to & decision by the Supreme
Court on the Adamson eight-hour law,
and at a time when the international
relstions of the country are gravely
involved.

Vigorsus Arraignment Likely.

1t would not be surprising, some of
the Presldent's advisers declare, if he
should come out with a vigorous state-
ment. calling for arbitration of differ-
ences and branding as traitorous
those on either side who might resist
such a step for a peaceful adjustment
of the issue between the roads and
their employes.

Nor, it is indicated by these ad-
visern, would it be surprising if the
Fresident served plain warning upon
the brotherhoods that he will not per
mit interruption of Interstste food
traffic and malls of the country, and
that he will call out the militis to
operate the trains.

While these possibllities are serl
ously suggested Iin Administration
quarters, it is frankly admitted the
President has glven no definite indica-
tion of his course of actlon.

Geta Full Infermation.

Despite the urgent advice of his
phreician not to'undertake the trans
action of official business until hin
strength s thoroughly recovered, the
Presldent, after receifing today full
reports on nes=ions of the brotherhood
leaders and the rallroad managers In
New York, instructed Reeretary Tu-
multy to notify the Cabinet of his
wish to meet with that body at 2:00
o'clock’ this afternoon

In the meantime all kinds of sensa-
tional rumors were beginning -to cireu-
Inte through Washington, the most
striking of which wan to the effect that
the War Depurtiment. acting under in-
Mructions from he President, had al-
ready notifiad the Governora of the
various Etates to hold militia organiza-
tions in readiness for immedinte ser-
vice In ronnection with the strike. This
was flatly denled at the War Depart-
ment.

The Eenale Committee on Interstate
Commerce which had charge of the rail-
rosd sirike legislation that falled of
passage in the last sesslon, met this
morning but did mnothing. Idke the
governmental  departments concerned
with stich mallsrs—such as the De-
partment of Labor and the Board of
Mediation and Concilintiot—the Com-
mittee seemed 1o think it was up to the
President to take the initintive, and In-
dicate what himself Ingends to do or
what he wants s subordinates or Con-
gresa to do.

Newlnnds Investigated Problems.
chalrman of the

he

Senator Newlands,
committes, happens mlso to be chair-
man of the Joint special commitiee of
Congress authorized last fall to inves-

tigate transporiation wublrru{.

THRONES WHICH WAR
HAS OVERTURNED

KING ALBERT OF THE BEL-
GIANS, who has been virtually
“gut of & job"” since the German
occupation.

KING PETER OF SERVIA, who
was obliged to flee before Invad-
ing Austrians.

KING NICHOLAS OF MONTE-
NEGRO, & refugee In Paris,

KING EF‘:RDINA.‘JD OF ROU-
MANIA, who has fled to Bessara.
bia.

KING CONSTANTINE oFr
GREECE, who Is practically a
prisoner, a king in name only, al-
though still “on the pay roll.”

CZAR NICHOLAS OF RUSEIA,
who has adbdicated In his son's
favor at the demand of a pro-ally
peaple.-

[

GARDENS BBGUN
BY CIVIC BODIES

Noel House and Takoma Park

Citizens Enter The Times
Competition.

Washington, D. C.
3-1%-17

Garden Editor, The Timen:

Sir—Pleare consider me a con-
testant In your best garden con-
test,

1 think The Times' offer of &
prize for the best garden will
bring a great reward to many
people as well as A deneryved
honor to'The Timea for this ef-
fort in interesting many people
to produce something rather than
to idle thelr time mawiy., Yours
truly, R. REICHARD,

1523 26th street southeast.

Oorganizas
Timea clty

Two large community
tions today Jjolned The
girdening movemendt.

The Noel House Settlement jaso-
clation, the largest settiement housa
in Washington, and the Takoma Park
Cltizens' Association have begun
work on thelr gardening, and today
notified The Times af their plans for
the summer and entrance in garden
contest.

Already more than an acre of ground
has been prepared at the Noel Houne
Settlement. This ground will be dl-
vided up among the residents of the
community who wish to take part in
The Timesa contest this summer. The
Association also offers prizes for the
best garden, the most productive gar-
den, and the prettiest lower garden,

Work to Be Practical

ft is not the intention of the man-
agement to divide the ground into
plots too small to make the work
ductive for those cultivating the
dens. If more people apply
ground than there are already
pared, more land willi be plowed nnd
put in condition for planting. The
Girl Scouts already have asked for
plots It is also expectad that the
Boy Scouts will ask for admlssion to
the content,

Ax much as possibie the land will be
reserved for the mothers and hus
bands in the community

The movement in being condurctesd
to reduce the high cont of food and
thane who do not have sufficient
ground in their back yards 10 raise
a parden will be welcomed in the
communilty garden,

Trizes will aleo be affared for

pro
gar-

for
pre-

the

| best backyard garden, and evervbody

While the Joint commitiees was
crealed entirely apart from the is-
sues invelved In the clght-hour con-
troverey, Senator Newlands bvlir\‘mll

of its own motion,
Into the con-

it han full power,
to undertake an Inquiry

troverzy with all facllities for sum-
moning wiinesses and examining
them under h., The joint commit-
tee will resume [ta scssions here next
Monday.

In the meantime, however, Sonator
Newlands, with  other officials and

members of Congress In Washington,
feel that the crisls s oo imminent
to mdmit of slow and deliberate hand-
Page.)

{CContinued on Fourth

MORAN WAREHOUSE BURNS

Stock of Hay and Straw Wiped Out

By Fiames.

Fire early today destroyed more than
T worth of hay and straw in the
wareliouse of I T. Moran, feed dealer,
at WS Potmnne sireet, Georgelvwn, M
Moran s president of the Chamber of
Comgeroe

The fire wias diseoversd shortly before
mideight by George Harper, who ran to
the quarters of Engine Company No, 6,

pear Wisronsin and M street
poriliwest
Ax =OOn
ed the scene
alarm. The

unttl nearly §

nyenue

ns the engine company reach-
the captain sounded an
firemen fought the blaze
o'cluck this morning, and

shortly after 7 o'clock iwoe companies
were called back to the scene to Keep
the smouldering hay from igniting
agaio.

Bpontancous combustion is belleved to
have started the fire. The damage to

the building, which was brick, will not |

be more than $£500, the fire marshal es-

timated. The stock of hay and straw
was almost § complete lass

Firemen were called to thit home of
Annan E. Byrd, 210 Clevelund avenue

northwesl, shortly after midnight 0 ex-
tinguish a amall blaze caused Ly & lace
puriain set afire by a gas jJeL

s

Fifth I'age)

GOOD NEWS FOR IRELAND

wilt

(Contlinued on

Embraces Ulster, Munster,
Leinster, and Connaught.

NEW YORK, March 11
not all of the clans of Irelund are
named In the will, (iled yeaterday in
which Bridget Conway. who died Feb-
ruary I3, called the roll of her bene-
ficiaries and next of kin, Her estate
is given ax $20,000 in real and §1,200

Many |If

in personal property. and among
those who are In line to receive some
af it are members of the following
grand divisions of the Celtir race:

The Afeinerney® of t'lares, the
Tuohys. Mahets, Curtings, Boyles, Nell-
ere. Corbels, Conwavs, (V' Keefes, Ma-
loneys, Naddy=, Lenilians, and Man-
nixen,

APPEALS TO IRISH

Bonar Law Says General Elections
Would Check War Activity.

LONDON, Mareh 16 If the
party membets continue their opposi
tion to the Lloyd tisurge govarnment,
n general election will be forced and
England's activity in the war will be
paralyzed, Chuncellor of the Ex
cheguer Honar Law sald in the House
of Commons today

He appealed eloquently to wil Irish
members o join In negotintions de
signed to effect a settlement of the
Irish guestiun

Irish

AZORES CUT OFF,

BUFENOS ATRER, March 16—Cable
communication to London through
tha Azores was suddenly cul off early
today. Officikia thought It might ba
due to an earthquake, hut it was he
lieved here the line had been cut by
& German raider,

DEHOCRACY IN
GONTROL, RUSS
HUNTTRAITORS

Nationwide Round-up on of Pro-
German Conspirators
Among Nobles.

CZAR AND CZARINA SAFE

Old Regime Chiefs Imprisoned,
However, and Many Execut-
ed by People.

PETROGRAD, March 10.—Democ-
racy coniroly Russia.

Czar Nicholas has abdicated.

The Grand Duke Michael Alexandro-

vitch will act as regent untll the
Czarevitch comes of age,

Pro-German notables of the old
reglme have been capiured, and a

new mimlatry of the peopie has been
appointed,

The Czar ls at Pakoff and the Cear
inn is at the imperiadl palace at
Tsarke-Selo, according to the Iates
nformation recelved here. The Czar
ina was sald to be In perfect safery.
contradicting early rumors that wh#
had been detained by the revolu
tioninte,

Fifteen assembles of the Russian
nobility met today ang adopled reso
lutions declaring thelr participation
in the popular revolution.

The resolution vigorously mssalled
those officials of the old government
responsible for the crists which re
sulted In the averthrow of the Czar.

Great Hunt For Spiea.

The greatcst humt for traitors and
spies in history i= on today. The
populace agd the army Joined in this
systematic hunt for proGerman in
triguera. It was thetr braren activl
ties that were the prime causa of the
downfall of the i*zar and hix abeo
lutist govermment, Naot even Lthe
highest noblea were exempt from this
spy hunt.

General Sukhomlinoff, former minis-
te* of war, was one of those arrested
He went to join & notable company
of those whose words were law In
other days.

Minister of JusticagKerensky, of the
new provisional governmant, today de
cided upon a general amnesty to all
political offenders

The populace and the fully sympa
thetle troops of the elty hava brooked
no opposition to thelr control

Baron Stokelbsarg fired on & group
of suldlers from hisn window, His
hougs was promptly stormed ‘The
baruon was dragged out, He was oar
ried 1o the side of the quap and sum
marily executed,

Emperor's Alde Jalled.

Count Fredericks the aged minister
of the imperial household, and nide
decamp to the Emperor, was discov
ered In hiding., His life was spared,
but he was sent to prison to join oth
er notablex of thes other regime
Meanwhila his house had been com
pletely wrecked,

Countess Kiein Michael, long sus
pected as o fGierman spy, was discover
ed in hiding at the Chiness legation

Qgldiers promptly took her In cus
Lm!y

‘“No more dramatie incident occurred
In the last few days of rioting thar
thiat of the arrest of the fuormer min

(Continued’ on Eighth Fuge.)
DENIES FIGHT WITH SAILORS
No Battle With Germans, Says

Philadelphia Officials.
PHILADELI'HTA, March 16.—Ru-
mors today to the effect that =«
“ganguinary” battle took place be-
tweon marines &t the DPhilndelphia
navy yard, and the German sailors
aboard the interned vessels here weore

|denied by Major Logan Fe land, In com-

mand of the muarines in the abaencs
of Colonel Long

“IUs ail & Tuiry story,” he smid,

The originnl tale declared the “six-
teen-hour-a-dav”™ duty order lssue«d
for loeal pollve was to prepare for the
hattle. linvis deiclared the arder
gnllrumlTl the threatenoed railroad
strike.

$200,000,000 FOR ROUMANIA

Great Britain Agrees to Loan to
Ally at 5 Per Cent.

LANDON, March 10 —treat Pritain
has agred 1o losn [Houmania $2000, -
0 M, acvording to an offirial state-
ment lssied st Jasey, the temporary
Houmanian capital, and Yorwarded by
the IReuter correspondent

The loan will be nt § per cent in-

terest,

TO EXTEND CIvIL S_EFWICE

President to include First, Second,
and Third Class Postmasters,

ETLITTE L T weore mdvised ‘his
nfternoon that the White Hyuse in &
short time would lssue an order plac
ing all postmesters of the flirek sec.

and and third cinsses ander the civil
pervive This  informetion contirmns
repurts wlhich have been in clreuls-
tion in Washingten for some daya

Hennlors are wdvised that the Presi
dent has fully declded to issue the
nrder It 18 expected to come at wny
time,

ENGLAND FREIGHT
BOSTON, . March 16—-The Boston
and Albany rallroad loday sent out
an order declining to accept freight
of any nature whatsover, (o (aks
effect at once. Woard to this effect
has been sent out to all lts agenta
and all It connecting rallroads.

HALT NEW

PROF. VAWTER

CONFESSES HE
KILLE

Commonwealth Attorney, How-
ever, Refuses to Make Pub-
lic Circumstances.

CADET TELLS OF SHOOTING

Describes How Young Virginian

Stopped Over for Night at
Instructor’s Home.

"By B. M. McKELWAY,

ROANOKE, Va, March 18—Prof.
Charles E. Vawter, of Virginia Poly-
technic Institute at Blacksburg, today
admitted he shot Stockton Heth, jr.,
& visitor In his home, Monday night.

Vawter confessed to Commonwealth
Attorney . 1. Roop, of Montgomery
county.

Mr. Roop, in a statement this
afternoon, sald that, although Pref.
Vawter admitted his gulit, he would
under no conditions make public the

iiinmstances leading up to the sem-
selional affair.

Acrording to anaccount given today.
Heth was in Hlackaburg Monday vis
iting friends. Instead of returning to
his bome at Whitehorn, three miles
frov Blaeksburg, that eveging, Heth
stopped at the Vawtera’ residence at
10 o'etock and was invited to remain
for the night by Frof, Vawter. Prof.
and Mra Vawter sat with thelr guest
downstuirs until midnight., when all
three reiired. Prof. Vawter, It ia
stated. ocrupled & room with Mrs,
Vawter, Jurt scross the hall from &
room in which Mr. Heth was sleeping,

Aroused by Shots

At 3 o'clock Bernard Williamas, &
cadet bosrding at the home of the
Vawters, was aroused by three shots,
In gquirk succession. He came from
his moam and found Heth, clad only in
his pajamus, lving face down in the
hall

Just what happened between this
time and half an hour later, when Dr,
Willlam R. Henderson, the coll
physician, was notified cannot
Jearned. All those connected with the
affair eoither directly or indirect]y
seem aworn o secrecy.

Whan Bg, Henderson.«with another

physician, arrived on (N& scoha, Prof.

Vawter handed one of them s brand
new revolver of the hammeriess Lype
with two loaded shelln remaining :n
n

the cylinders, He then assisted
taking the body of Heth to the col-

lege Infirmary. Here It was planned
to oparate on the man, but later the

doctors decided to take him to Ioa-
nofle,

Heth died here yesterday morning
st the Jefferson Hospital after mak-
Ing & death-bed
brother, Lisut. Clement Heth, U. 8 A,
charging Vawter with the shooting.

Te Apply Feor Bond.

BLACKSBURG, Va, March

friends, for the second time this week
bonrded
Christiansburg, ecight milen distant,
where he ls expected to walve pre-
Hminary hearing before Judge C. M.
Pierce and apply for bond in answer
to a warisnt lssued after the death
of Heth,

Prof. Vawter showed the effects of |

the strain under which he has been
for the last week. Under his eyes
wers deep clreles, and his customary
friendly greetings for his friends
were absent,

Mre. Vawter with her two little
cinldren, at her home in Hlacksburg,
ix shiit off from all but the clofest
family friende, Xhe has not been aeen
in public since the affair Tuesday
mnrning

fivut. Clement Heth, brother of the
dead man, with his two sisters, the
Misses PMlekett and Virginia Heth, ar-
rived here yesterday evening. They
were taken straight to the estato at
Whitethorn

The budy of Stockton Heth will ar-
rive m Biackrburg tomorrow Na
funeral arrangements have yet been
antosneed Capt. Ftockton Heth,
rn her of the sglain man, will -rrhe|

in Hlacksburg tomorrow from Cali. |
fornia.

MARKET NOT AFFECTED

= U
Wholesalers Believe Nearby Sup-
plies Will Carry Washington.

Ieaplta  the threatened railroad
strike, the elocal wholesale market
rhowed practically no Increases in

prives today

Fotatoes dropped to $8.50 a barrel
from  yesterduy's price of §. Live
ealves wen! up from 12 to 124 cents
a pound yesterday to 10 cents today

Local dealers stated that the #ffect
of the strike could be bhetter told to-
Morrow, Seyernl consignmenis  of
food are sypected, which will add to
the supplies on hund and keep the
market falrly stable for seversl days
nl lenst

waurby farmers huve been bringing
Inree supplies of potatoes and some
frults from storage recently, and with

a continuance of good weather Mt s
expeciod they will continue to do so.
Large supplies of nearby potatoes are

kelleved by wholesale dealers to be
avallable in casn of necessity,
When the potato market was at Itn

height  weveral days ago, farmers
hrought quantities of the tubers here.
This foread the price down, It s

stated. Several dealers said that they
have small suppliss of potatoes and
other non-perishable staples on hand.
It 1= helleved these supplies will stave
off exorbitant prices for some time.

OHIO TIE-UP IN EFFECT.
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohlo, March 16—
Effective today the Erie railroad em-
bargosd all freight shipments. Simitar
orders were Issued by the Haltimore
and Ohio to go Into effect al midnight.

HETH:

statement to his

16.—
Prof. Vawter, accompanied by a fow

an early morning train for

COMMISSIONERS’ LETTER TO
W. R. & E. DIRECTORS

Following is the text of the Commissioners’ letter:

“The Board of Directors of the

“Washingfon Railway and Electric Company.
“Washington, D.'.C.

“Gentlemen :
+ “The Commissioners of the

present certain facts to the Board of Directors of
ington Railway and Electric Company and, based on

facts, o make a request.,

“On March 1, 1916, the motormen and conductors
operating

two street railway

lumbia went on -Wmmmw
ummnmdimor;.ibothtothe -
ployes. Their good ces were accepted, as
mediation, were entered into between
committees

street railway companies and
employes.

“The Washington Rallway and
Electric Company signed an agree-
ment- with a committee represent-
Ing Its employes, which commit-
tee was chosen at a meéting of
employes called by and presided
over by the Commissionsrs. Under
that agre t a grie com-
mittee of employes was constituted,
and provision was made, for an ap-
peal of all questiona that could not
be settled by conference to the
Public Utllities Commission of the
District of Columbia, constituting
a board of arbitration.

“This agreement becamb effec-
tive March 11, 1918, and was termi-
nated by Its own lhnnuhu one
year Iater.

“During the year numerous cases
were appealed to the Public Util-
ties Commission, and were settled
by It During all of that time not
one complaint came to the atten-
tion of the Commissioners aan to the
working of the agreemant, from
either the company or the em-
ployes, and so far as we were ad-
vised it was satisfactory.

“Late In February, 1917, when the
life of the agrement was approach-
ing ita end, emplores of the Wash-
ington Rallway and Electrie Com-
pany, constituting a committea of
Local 888, Amalgamated assoclation
wf Btreet and Electric Rallway Em-
ployes, presented certaln demands
for a working agreement, which they
propossd should be made between
the company and the Amalgamathd
Association. On February 37, a re-
ply to these demands was made by
the president of the Washington
Railvvay and WHlectric Company,
which reply was addremsed, how-
ever, nol to the commitiee which
promented n.- demands, which was
a_union commities, but to the em-
pioyes who ted - mdevy
ance committes under the old agree-
ment. A copy of thix letter was
serit by the president of your com-
pany to the Comminsioneras of the
IMstrict of Columbia,

“In this reply the president of the
company sald:

“*“The existing agreement belween
this company mnd fts tralnmen,
whirh you signed, as you are aware,
doea not expire until March 11, 1917,
and was entered into through the
mediation of the Board of Commis-
sloners of the District of Columbla,
who, st the sacrifice of much time
and convenience, lent their efforts
to the consummation thereof. You
participated In those efforts, as
representing all of the trainmen,
and know that the proper adjust-
ment of the many queations which
will arise as a result of any effort
to modify or change the conditions
of that agreement will require the
conl, careful, and the undivided at-
tention of all parties directly intar.
ested, as well as the entire time of
a mediatorial board You know
further, that the Board of Commis-
sionesra of the District of Columbia,
each officer of this company, and
every one of its employes, must
from now until some days after
the insuguration of President WI-
pon devole their time, attention, and
energles to the duties and obliga-
tlona which all and each of us owe
to the entire country In properly
caring for the visitors who wish to
attend that inauguration. This Is
aspecially true of our tralnmen, to
whom the safety and comfort of so
many visltors 1o their National Cap-
ftal Is committed,

“*The comprny, Itsa officers and
employes, ara aven now called npon
to mest the unusual trafflc condl-
tions that aris¢ from the influx of
peopie who wish to attend the in-
angural ceremonies, and we there-
fora trust that sl of our employves
will not only prove loyal to the
company but to the elty and coun-
try, in contributing their share for
a sucressful inauguration. When
we shall have discharged this duty,
which all of us owe to the Presi
dent and the nation, wo will have
ample time to calmly consider the
sltuation, and shall be pleased to
take up any matter periaining to
the interests-of our employes, as we
have always been willing to do*

“You will note that in this letter
the president of the company stated
that the proper adjustment of the
question Involved would require the
entire time of u mediatorial board.

“Ax n result of this letter, all
negotintions were pogstponed unthl
after the Inauguration,

“ITmmediately after the Inangura-
tion It became #vident that the com-
pany was bringing in strike
breakers.

“Oip March 0, 1917, the Commis-
sfoners sent the following letter:
“Ar. Clarence 1. King, President

Washington Raflway and Elec-
trie Company, Waskington, D. C.:
“‘Dear Sir;

“‘In view of the approaching term-
ination of the sgreament of March 1L,
1916, botween the Washington Rall-
wauy amd Eleatric Company and its
employes, and because of their de-
sira that the public interest ba ron-
served, the Commissioners of the Dis
trict - of Columbia respectfully re-
quest a conference with the officers
of your Company, at ten thirty, a m.,
Saturday, March tenth,

“*The Commissloners are anxious
to render whatever assistance may be
possible, to the end that effective
treet car service be maintained.'

“In response to that letter Mr, King,
Mr. Ham, Mr. Bowen a Mr. Barber
met the Commissionars In the offies
of Commissioner Newman,

“Al this time Mr. King presented
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gaining, inasmuch
King’'s lefter of February
ferred Lo the services of & medisto-

ing letter requesting mediation:
“ March 11, 107,
*Mr. Clarence P. King, President,
“ "Washington Nailway and Hlee-
tric Company,
“‘Washington, D. C.
““Dear Sir:
“'\On yesterday you deelined the
offer of the Commiasioners of the

District of Columbia to act a3 me-

diators in an effort to adjust
controversy belween your company
and its employes

“ Nothwithstanding thia decli
l.lqn the public imterest In
mal of efficient strast
service and In the prevention
disarder i= so grest n-c r.n

make the possibility d ﬂi-z

the Natiomal Capital s matter of
grave concern to the republic itsell.
An adjustment of the comtroversy
should not be impossible, and the
Commilssloners of the Distriet of Co-
lumbia respecifully but most earn-
estly request ¥ou to take no atops
toward a lock-out or the substitu-
tion of strike breakers [for the mo-
tormen and conductors until the
whole matter at isane has been made
the subject of mediation. The Com-
missloner= again offer thelr services
of mediation. If there Is any objee.
tion to the Comminrsioners acting we
feel sure that some other disinter-
csted agency could be found.

“*A similar request is being sent
at this same time to the employes
asking them not to call a strike nor
to take any other actfon of that
character until after the whole mat-
ter at issue has been made the sub-
Ject of mediation.

“*The interests of the public
transcend the [nterests of elther
party o this controversy mo far as
the controverted issues are concern-
ed. Representing the public, we
make this request In the confident
belief that it will be complied with.

" 'Hoard of Commissioners of the

Distriet of Columbia,

“‘By OLIVER P. NEWMAN,
“‘President.”

“Late on the evening of March
11 & reply was  received from the
President of the Washington Rail-
way and Electric Company declin-
ing to comply with this request.
Beveral times during this period the
Commissionera were Informed by
Mr. Wilburt that the employes
would aceept mediation

“The efforts at conciliation hav-
Ing failed, a strike was declarsd.

“Since that time the service om
the lines of the Washington Rail-
way and Electric Company haws been
inadequate and greatly impaired:
the public has been serlously incon-
vealenced: the property of the com.-
pany har been plared more or leas
in jeopardy; the safety of the com-
pany‘s employes and the traveling
public has been endangered: the
stockholders of your company have
been suffering loss of revenus: the
Mstriet of Columbia has ahared in
this loss to the axtent that It ix en-
titled to 4 per cent of the groas re-
ceipts of the company;: the Poliea
I'epartment has been placed under
terrific strain to protect persons
and property; and the peace and
order of the city of Washington
have geen disturbed,

“in view of the fact that Mg,
King's letter of -February 27 plain-
1y indicated that at that time It
wan the purposs of the company
to arvept the services of a medi-
atorial board, and in view of the
further fact that the company has
declined the offer of the Commis-
sloners to act as mediators and
then refused the request of the
Commissioners that the controversy
be submitted to mediation elither
through the Commisasloners or some
other disintereated body, and in the
fare of the circumstances of today,
the Roard of Commissioners of the
District of Columbia requests the
board of directors of the Washing-
ton Rallway and Electric Company
to meet them in conference in the
office of the president of the Hoard
oof Commissioners at 10:30 o'clock
& m., on Saturday., March 17, 1917,
for the purpose of endeavoring te
find & peaceful way out of the prese
ent difficulties,

“Very truly yours,

“Hoard of Commisaionars of the

Diatrict of Columbia.
“Bx the President.’

your mmm tn aceapt

DISTRICT HEADS
ASK W. R. & E.

BOARDTO ACT

Commissioners Summon Direc-
tors of Company to Confer-
" ence on Strike Tomorrow.

REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE

Eﬂoc‘bofm-dlalh-d

Wlu are ollht harmful of-
fects of the strike which the Commis-

sloners call to the attemtion of the
directorsa:

“Service on the lines of the Wash-
Rallway and Electric Com-

Senator Jones of Washiagton, an-
nounced at the Capitol today that he
had received from the Commissioners
& copy of a resclution calling for an

investigation of the strike. He sald
he would study the resclution this
afternoon with a view of ascertain-
ing what could be accomplished un-
der its provisions In the evest of ita
adoption.

|  Estimates of the percentage of the
| normal schednle maintalned today
disagreed. as usual, the company
glaiming to be opersting far more
cars than the unionists ssid their
picketp at _the barns had recorded as
departing. Patronage was admitted
fo be small, but officials of the com-
pany sald operatiom rajher than pa-
tronage was the prime object during
the strike.

There wasn little mﬂw and vio-
lence today, A number of cases which
caused arrests last might were dock-
eted in the Police Court today, and
attracted throngs of strikers and
strike breakers.

Wiveg and other relatives of the
strikers participated In the plcketing
of the barns again today and were
snthusiastic over thelr parade through
the streets In sympathy with the
men who walked out.

Arrangements were completed to-
day for a mammoth mass meeting of
strikers and thelr sympathizers at
National Rifles Armory on Sunday
afterncon, following & parade through
the downtown section of the city, Sec-
rotary of Labor Wilson, Frank Mor-
rison, secretary of the American Fed-
eration of Labor, and officials of the
Amalgamated Association of Street
and Electric Rallway Emplaores of
America will be among the speakers.
The meeting, which will be open to
the public, Is scheduled to beginm at
3:20 o'clock.

Strike Breakers.

Large numbers of strike breakers
are said to have left Washington to-
day and last night. At the barns,
where the strike breakers pold tickets
as low as 1MW for 23 centsa and
“scrambled” into the crowd what they
could not sell, they sald they Intend-
ed returning to New York because
they were “through.”

The strike breakera toid the crowds
near the barns that they were afrald
of being caught in Washington by a
nation-widg raliroad strike and added
that they had been led to beliave their
work here would end in three days.

“1 would rather be a lamp post In
New Yurk than the president of this
company,” =ald one of the atrike
breakers as he “scrambled” a hand-
ful of tickets into the crowd.

Officiala of the Vickery strike
breaking agency, which brought mo-
tormen and conductors here from
New York, admitted today that spomas
of them were leaving, but emphatic-
ally stated “these men have been dis-
charged. Thore are good and bad In
all lurge bodies of men, and we have
weeded out the bad and are letting
them go.”

L Cars Ran at Night

Willlam F. Ham, vice president of
the Washington Rallway and Elee-
tric Company, issusd the (following
statement at noon today:

“Cars on all lines are now belng
operats di nthe daytims on full sched-
ule, with adequate service in thé rush
hours. Last night, for the Arat time
since the strike, service was main-
tained until midnight on sur more im-
portant lines. Cars will again be
oparated tonight™

-




